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THE 


OBSERVATOR. 


The Rehearfer argues againft himfelf. What the Head of the Church was before the 


Reformation, and Po itu now. The 


of the Church, The Roeen is the Head 
as well as of the Church of England. 


Original of the Difpute about the Head 
of allthe Proteftant Churches in England, 





From Saturvay, February 8. to (lednesdvap, February 12. 170%. 








OOS 


Country-m. OW, Mafter, have at the Re- | Tribunal betwixt God and himfelf: Therefore 


hearfal;, hereelsalready, t’o- 
ther Thwack brings him flat as a Flounder, 
as you did in the Coercion Point. 

Obf. What faith he, Roger. ? | 

Country-m. He denys the Queen to be Head 
ofthe Churchy and for it quotes Art. 37.0f 
the Civil Magiftrate, part of which in thefe 
Words: ““ That only Prerogative which we fee 
“to have been given always to all godly 
“ Princes in holy Scriptures, by God himfelf, 
“ that is, that they fhould rule all Eftates and 
“Degrees, whether they be Ecclefiaftical oz 
“ Temporal,and reftrain with the Civil Sword, 
“ the {tubborn and evil Doers. ” 

Obf: Into what ftrange Abfurdities does this 
Man run? He quotes as direCtly againft him- 
{elf, as if he meant nothing elfe, than to lay 
himfelf more open to his Adverfary ; here’s 
Room enough to come infor a Cornijh Hug. 

If God has given this Prerogative to Princes, 
that'is, to rule all Eftates and Degrees Ecclefi- 
aftical or Civil , then he has made them Heads 
of the Civil and Ecclefiaftical Eftates; for a 
RULER, isaHEAD. 

Bat mind here how High-Church ‘is con- 
founded , this Prerogative is given only togodly 
Princes; how came then the High-flying Cler- | 
gy to preach up Paflive-Obedience, and Non- 
Refiftance f0 King Charles the II. and King 
Fames the IL ? Was not that acting directly 
contrary to the Articles of the Church ? 

But, Roger, I will fet you right in the Point, 


fothat you may fee thro” the mean Shifts and 
cbuefugs of the Rebearfal: To know what 
the Head of the Church is sow, we muft exa- 


mine what the Head of the Churchiwas before 

the Reformation; for the whole Strefs of the 

Argument lies concefning the Proteftant Head, 
the Popifh Head.of the Church. |. 

I think I cannot give you a more facciné& 
Account of the Power of the Pope, than from 
Hodore Mofconius, a Popi Arch in 
his Treatife, de Maje/ a 
printed at Venice, 1602. {p of the 
Power, his Words are thefe. Ile Pontifex Ro- 
manus eff Fudex univerfalis, Rex Regum, 
minis Domivtantium, ¢o quod eus Pot 
, & mdlum habet Superiorem nifi Deum, Efique 
wum Tribunale inter €? Papam, Ideo omnes 
Poteftates ci Subdita funt , €7 a nemine Fudicatur, 
wif a Dio; non ab Auguito, non a Regibus, nec 
a Clevo aut * ive. The Pope is the uni- 
verfal Judge, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords; fo that his Power is from God, than 
whom he has no Superiot’; and there is one. 










all Powers are fubjeét unto him, and he is 
judged by none but God. Not by the Empe- 
ror,not by Kings, nor by the Clergy or People. 
And in the Margin,againft the Paragraph, are 
thefe Words; Papa eft omnium Principum Monar- 
cha. The Pope is the Monarch of all Princes. 

Country-m. Have I found’n out at laft! Why, 
Mafter, he’s a Papifh, a meer Pagan Papifh- 
Prieft. There muft be a Head of the Church, 
that’s for certain, and either the Queen or the 
Pope muft be Head of the Church of England. 
Now, thofe that will not allow the Queen to 
be Head, do acknowledge the Pope’s Suprema- 
cy. Mafter,thefe are Things within the Verge 
of my Country Capacity. There muft be 2 
Head, and but one Head too, or the Body is 
a Monfter,- Every collective Body has a Head. 
Now, if High-Church will pretend to an Inde- 

ndent Power in the Church with the Queen, 

ow many Independent Powers fhall we have? 
We fee, by the Difputes of the Convocation, 
that the lower Houfe pretends to be indepen- 
dent from the Bifhops that compofe the upper, 
and fo looking downwards, every Member of 
the lower Houfe may pretend to be indepen- 
dent from the reft; and fo every Cock Robin 
of a Prieft,that is qualify’d to mount a Pulpit, 
is Head of the Ecclefiaftical Hydra; for accor- 
ding to their Pretences, we can call it noother. 
And then we fhall want more Hercules’s, than 
the Obfervator and his Country-man, to towel 
and write this Monfter to Pieces, 

If every Prieft in the Church has a Power in- | 
dependent from its Head, and a Power to re- 
tain and remit Sins ; as any Priefts,fo many 
Popes, and then fo many He-whores of Baby- 
lon , and ifthey engender, how many Vipers 
will abound in our Kingdom? 

Obf- Thou fpeakeft ad Rem, Thefe Men 
are Papifis in their Hearts; and had the Re- 
volution been later, (as it was well for England 
it was weit here would have found 2ll thefe 

iefts declaring for Popery, ac- 


aie ‘flyin 
3] cording to the pious Example of Obediah Walker, 


and the Parfon of Putney. : 
I will open the’Door to this Controverfy 


x 
eam &F Doz 
oteftas. a Deo} ie wider, by giving you the Occafion of the 


Jifpute about the Head of the Church. Our Pc- 
pith Anceftors did acknowledge the lope’s Su- 
premacy in all Caufes Ecclefiaftical and Ci- 
vil : At that Time the Kings of England were 
but the Pope’s Tenants, fer they held their 
Crowns fromhim , ifany one became wrefty 
by Reafon of Papal Tyranny, then he was 
fent, or rather banith’d from his Kingdom, in 
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a Fool’s Errand, tothe Holy-Land, to fight a- 
*gainft the Saracens, and I don’t know what 
wicked People; and if the People feem’d to ad- 
here to their Prince, then the whole Kingdom 
wag laid under amInterdi&, were punifh’d with 
the Pope’s Bulls, and fulminated with Hell 
and Damnation ,; and knowing no better than 
that the Pope had the Keys of Heaven, and 
could open and fhut as he pleas’d, they pay’d 
a fervite Complyance, took off the Interditts 
by Muléts and Fines, and fo riveted their 
Chains. 

But the Juggles of the Roman Church ftill encreafing, 
and the Weigh of Indulgences, Abfolutions, and other 
Exclefiaftical Taxations, growing yet heavier, the King 
and People became at once weary of the Burthen, and 
Henry the VIIL. difmounting the Pope, got into the 
Saddle of Authority himfelf. 

Now, how did he fit there? When he had the Pope’s 
Place, he mutt ; you'll fay, he muft have the Pope’s -Au- 
thority. Not fo neither, for then he had only eas’d him- 
felf, and not freed the People; the Nation, if it lay un- 
der the fame un-{piritual Taxations, would only have 
chang’d one Pope for another. 

Therefore the Supremacy in Church and State was 
vefled in the King , in Oppofition to the Pope; and 
Jeaft the King fhould tura Pops himfelf, the Eftates of 
the Kingdomdid fettle that Supremacy fo as it might 
not in Times ‘to come enflave either the Minds or Bo. 
cies of the People. Thus wag the Church of Chrift re- 
form’d and purg’d from the 
the Church of Rome, and the Principles of the Chriftian 
Religion were digelted into Articles, which were ap- 
prov’d of ; and enacted by Law, which Articles, I hope I 
may, without Offence, call the Credenda of the Church 
of England ; andthefe have the Santtion of Law, and 
the King having the executive Power of all the Laws, 
his and the Peoples Laws,*he could be no‘otherwife than 
Head of the Church,as well as of the State, 

Hence thy Obfervation is right, That he who denies 
the Queen’s Supremacy inthe Church, does acknowledge 
that of the Pope; and he muft be of Courfe a Papift, or 
an Independent. And it may advance our Wonder, when 
we find thefe Men allowing fo little Power to Queen 
Ann, a virtuous and religious Prinoefs, when they al- 
low’d fo much to a Nimrod, and a Nebuchadnezzar. 


Country-m. But, Mafter, he fays the Queen won't 


thank you for making her Head of the Church. 


Of. 1 can’t think the Queen will any more thank 


them for tenying her that Title, than fhe thank’d them 


for publifhing in their wicked Memorial, that the-Church 
was in Dangerin her Reign. Roger, it often fo hap- 
pens, that they whd do the Crown the trueft |Service, 

ve the leaft Thanks, and the leaft Reward, but who 


fhall we thank for that ? : 
Country-m, He fays, that you propofe a new Law 
for afferting the n’s Headfhip over the Church, 
Obf. Wel, and 


portance be too well corroborated and rm’d ? 


Country-m. He fays, alfo, that this would hang the 


O+/ervator, and involve all the Diffenters, 


Off, As how, Roger ? They have attempted to hang 


rrors and Superititions of 


uppofe I do, can a Thing of fuch Im- 
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will inviolahiy maintain that Law : She is thair Pure: 
nefs, and they are her loving Sub e¢is. ‘ 

Now, does it follow, that her Majeily is not Hea: 
their Churches, becaufe fhe does not exercife an Foc: 
aftical Jurifdittion over them ? Theit Non-com;); 
with the Rituals and Ceremonies of the Church, - 
Reafon’ particluat Laws aré madeon their Behalf. "ju 
are her Majeiiy’s miitaken Children 5 cali’em the Bay” 
of Religion,if you pleafe, who, by good Nuttiment, may 
become firong Church-men; and the Laws for their so 
curity, are only to keep off the lubberly tall Boys a 
High-Church, from bruifing their tender Limbs, 
{poiling their Growth. | 

They never did yet refufe her Majety as Head of che}. 
Churchégy® for they never haign Occafion ; hero. 
jefty never laid her Commands upen ’em, and yét whep 
her Majefly has directed hes Osders to their elder Bre? 
thren of the Church of England, far Fafting or Thanks. 
givings on the Account of the War, they have punéi 
ally in their Manner obferv'd 1: at ihe fame Time with 
th: Church, withour any, Royal Mandate obliging theg 
thereunto. 

This is more than High-Church willdo3 if thei 
Priefts read the Prayers for thofle Dys,thzy mumble they 
as Affes do Thiitles ; they cannot heartaly fpeak oy. 
Few Prayers have they for Queen 4nn, but a large Stock 
for the Prince at St. Germains. He is the Head of thei; 

Church, and you know of what Religion he is, 

| But, Roger, how comes.itto pals, thar I, the Dif- 
'fenters in Encland, and our Brethren in. Scotland, mug 
be hang’d, if a new Law be made afferting the Queen’; 
Right as Head of the Church? This, Roger, is a‘ high 
Reflection on the Queen and Parliament, as if they wou!! 
pafs fo fanguinary a aw in Matters. of Religion ; this 
is the fhorteft Way with the Diffenters, and what High. 
Church has always aim’d at, but never will accompli : 
If they thirft for Protefiant Blood, let ’ém go againit the 
Hungarians, or the People of the Cevennes. 

I fhould now, Roger, come to another Point, but our 
Time is too far {pent: He tells you,that Queen Evizaber) 
did difown her Title as Head of the Church ; but he does 
not tell yowhow, or who drew up her Difclamour, and 
therefore the next Time we'talk of this Subject , 1 thal! 
give you an Account how the Affairs of Religion iica! 


in the Reign of that Queen, and that from authentick 
Hifttory. 
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Advertifements. 


Yefterday was: publith’d, 

*,* The Scotch Eccho to the Englifh Legion ; or, the 
Union in. Danger froin the Principles of fome old aad 
modern Whigs in bath Kingdoms, about the Power of 
Parliaments ; being every Word collected from their ows 
Writings, and here publifh’d for the Confideration of thole 
who are capable of forminga Teft, to fecure the Union 
from the dangerous Confequenees of fuch Principles 
Vulpone, or Remarks on fome Proceedings in Scotian, 
relating both to: the Union, and Proteliant Succeflica 
fince the Revolution. In a Letter to a Member of Par- 


liament. 
To.Morrow will be publifft’d, 
*,* Reafons againft the Prolongation of the Bank. I: 
a Letter toa Member of Parliament. Review's. Wi 


+ 

















a Pofifcripr, preferring the Excife before - the Bask. 
Price 6d. 


All three fold by B. Bragge, in Pater-Nofter- Row. 


the O+/fervator, and to mutder him too; bur God never 
yet gave the Devil that Power over him; and fhould 
they accomplifh it, his Death would be a greater Baulk 
t them, than his Life can be an Ineonvenience, tho’ he 
jies much in their bd : “x , 

Country-m. Why, he proves it thus; you would be 
hang’J, becaufe you don’t own the’Queen to be Head of 
ioe Church, and that the fame Fate would attend the 

iffenters in Exelend; and all your dear-Brethren in Seo 
oa z” exprelsly de:y the Queen to be Head of the 

r “2 ; 

Obf. He does not blufh, you fee, to fay that T dény the 
Queen to be Head of the Chusch, even at the'very Time 
I an pleading her Caufe and afferting. Rut ‘the Head 
of his Church, as if there was a Diftin¢tion of Church- 
5, as if the Queen was the Head of the Chutch of Eng- 
_ and not of the other Churches of Chrift in‘ Eng- 

an d. . ; ; 

The Queen is Head of all the Proteftant Churches in 
FPreland; The Difenving-Churcles are eftablith’d by 
Taw, and the Queen has the executive Power of that 
Law ; they are under her Majefty’s*Protection and Safe- 
guards her Majefly in particular has affur’dus, that the 


«*, Thefe are to give Notice, that ifany Gentlemss 
would go.next Saturday Night from Dover, in rhe Often! 
Packet-boat , or any Gentleman would go to Dove, 
terbury, or Deal, that there is a good Coach ant Har- 
fes fets out;for Dover next Friday ‘Morning at furs 
Clock, fromuthe Coach and Horfe Lan, in Bond Sreet, 
St. Famess, that goes to’ Dover in two Days. Wher 
Paffengers will be carry’d at reafouable Rates. | 

*,* A Phyfician of Emrmence, and: great Prattice 
Venereal. Difeafes, in® Compaffion to fuch who ar 
ftemiper’d,. and either through Ignorance or Tudigen 
negieét timely com or fall into unfkilful Hands 
| Cure, has 


to be purchas'd at a fall Price, which alone ( with" 
Confinement or other Inconveniency ) fafe!y - 


any Cc 

ufually in i ota Detainee. Tobe had-at the 7°" 
man s- Aims behind Old Row: y inthe Ns 
a Box, containing fix ,feal’d up with ful 4° 
ons for ufe, and will be del er to any Mefleng*r. 


LONDON, Printed by H. Mere, for the Author, Jou 
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